THE ARMISTICE  WITH  GERMANY AND  ITALY      159
blockade and the Government continued to rule England in
accordance with compromises and traditions." The statement
then proceeds to give the French version of what happened
at the critical Cabinet meetings in Tours on June 12 and 13
(cf. under the second of these dates). Regarding events after
France requested an armistice, it says: "The Government
considered that it was its duty to remain in France and share
the fate of all Frenchmen. ... It was in complete inde-
pendence that the French Government took its decision and
definitely refused to go abroad. Some members of Parliament
and former Ministers thought otherwise. French public opin-
ion will have no indulgence for them. . . ." The statement
asks Great Britain "to receive only with extreme caution those
Frenchmen our country disavows and wants to forget at any
price, and not to allow London to become a hotbed of agita-
tion for politicians and dissenters." It concludes: "Our for-
eign policy will be dictated neither by England, nor by Ger-
many and Italy. It will be purely French." British "authori-
tative circles" will reply tomorrow that the foregoing French
statement is "inaccurate throughout." Denial will be made
that the British Government ever promised to send 26 divi-
sions to France in the early months of hostilities; quite the
contrary, it was explained in the course of staff conversations
that "during the first year of the war the British military effort
must be on a limited scale." The statement will continue: "In
the event, 400,000 British troops were sent to France, a con-
tribution which, as Mr. Churchill explained in the House of
Commons on June 18, came up to the undertaking assumed